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vinegar, wine, and the residuum of ether ; 
both lose this property after being em- 
ployed for tiii* purpose; but it may be 
revived in them, by heating them strongly 
in a closed vessel; it is true, that the de- 
colouring action is less powerful- but it is 
still strong enough to effect the decoloura- 
tion completely, when the mixture is left 
in contact for several days or more. 

All the experiments here related have 
hecn repeated, with wood charcoal, . pre- 
viously washed, calcined, and carefully 
pulverised. The decolouratiou of the 
above-mentioned liquids by this charcoal 
was almost insensible; whence it results 
that animal charcoal possesses the decolour- 
ing property in an infinitely greater de- 
gree than the vegetable charcoal, an im- 
portant fact which has not hitherto been 
observed, and which may be employed in 
numerous and useful applications to the 
chemical arts. 

Vinegar rendered colourless by the me* 
tbod described in this memoir, contains a 
little acetate and phosphate of lime. These 
earthv salts are also contained in the co- 
loured vinegar, although in less quantity; 
but we must not infer from this circum- 
stance, that colourless vinegar will produce 
ill effects on the animal economy ; for the 
phosphate of lime has certainly no such 
effects, since it is contained in a much 



greater quantity in the substances that 
serve to nourish us, such as muscular flesh, 
grain, and in ge eral in all our food. 
Nevertheless, in ..rder to dissipate any 
fears that may be entertained on this head, 
the ca/bonated bone, may be deprived of 
the»e salts, if deemed necessary, before it 
is applied to the vinegar, in the following 
manner. 

Upon some ivory black, I pour an equal 
weight of muriatic acid at seventeen de- 
grees of the areometer of Beaume; after 
twelve hours I add some water to the mix- 
ture ; and throw it upon a filter that has 
been previously heated ; I washed the char- 
coal with pure water, and dried it in the 
air ; by this operation it lost 45 hundredths 
of its weight, but not any of its colouring 
property; on the contrary, this property 
was increased ; for twenty-four grammes 
have sufficed to take away the colour of a 
litre of red vinegar. Tincture of turnsol 
becomes instanteously colourless on being 
mixed with a few grammes of this matter. 

This decolouiing property is not pecu- 
liar to the animal charcoal obtained from 
bones ; it is also possessed by that which is 
made from the other parts of animals, by 
calcination in clost J vessels. The concrete 
gelatine (glue) completely succeeds; which 
proves that phosphorus and carbonate of 
lime have no effect in the decolouration. 
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Esq. Dublin, printed by C. Crookes, p.p. 
62. 

When a man relinquishes the opinions 
which he formerly held, or affected to- 
hold, it is but right toiexhibit the political 
Proteus to public view. Our author thinks 
it is his interest to change sides, not only 
to give up his former political Jriends, and 
to exchange the friends of Fox, on whose 
shoulders, " a torn-tit twittering on an 
eagle's back," he formerly attempted to 
rise, but to desert the cause of the people, 
and his once favourite 1 plan of Catholic 
Emancipation, for the purpose of procur- 
ing place, and indiscriminately loading the 
Regent with his praise. If he had confined 
himself to renouncing one party, and en- 
listing under the banners of another, we 
should not have attempted to mark his 
change. For our parts, we belong to no 
party, except the party of the people, and 
view the two existing ones of the ins and 
the oo ts with nearly equal suspicion. 

It appears a duty to mark the present 
apostacy of a writer, who formerly pro- 
fessed much attachment to the cause of 
liberty, and who employed his talents, at 
all times ostentatious, showy, and unsub- 
stantial, in advocating the cause of th« 
people. Now in obscure and entangled 
periods, he opposes, or rather craftily seeks 
to embarrass, Catholic Emancipation, be- 
cause, as he says, it has Hot been clearly de- 
fined, although he cautiously abstains from 
giving any thing approaching to a defini- 
tion of it himself, as if wishing to involve 
his subject in studied obscurity, and writing 
in a highly declamatory and frothy style, 
yet he ventures to blame declamation,* by 
which, he hints, the Catholic cause is 
chiefly supported. It has been one of the 
disadvantages under which, the Catholics 
have laboured from the very commence- 
ment of the vindication of their claims, that 
they have been subjected to the artifices 
of needy ad venturers, and trading patriots, 

r~ ~ • » 

* It is an ancient canon of criticism, that 
it is shameful to object to another, what 
the writer is notoriously guilty of him- 
self. 



